
1 
 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MAY 20, 2019 

 

The Annual Town Meeting was opened immediately following the Special Town Meeting at 6:36 pm 
by the Moderator Lucia Casey. 
 
Article 1:  To choose all Town Officers as required by law, to be chosen by ballot. 
 

Motion:  This article has been taken care of in the election of April 8, 2019. No further action was 
required. 
 

Article 2:  To see if the Town will vote the following consent calendar of routine Annual Town Meeting 
Articles: 
 

A.  To hear the report of the Town Officers and act thereon; 
B.  To authorize the Collector to use the same means which a Treasurer may use when acting as 

Collector; 
C.  To hear and act on the report of any Committee and choose any Committee the Town may think  
 proper; 
D.  To authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept and enter into contracts for the expenditure of any  
 funds allocated or to be allocated by the Commonwealth and/or the County for the 

construction,  
 reconstruction and improvement of Town roads, pursuant to the terms of said funding. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman Moniz and seconded by Selectman Berube that the Town 
Adopt Article 2, as written.  No discussion.  
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 3:  To see if the Town will vote to establish expenditure limits for  revolving funds for the Fiscal 
Year July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020, under the provisions of Massachusetts General Law chapter 44, 
§53E½ as shown herein, or take any action relative thereto:  
 

 Revolving 
Account 

Spending 
Authority 

Revenue 
Source 

Allowed 
Expenses 

Expenditure 
Limits 

Year End 
Expenditure 

A Town Nursing 
Program 

Board of 
Health 

Fees charged for flu 
clinics and other fee 
programs 

Medical Supplies for clinics 
and other departmental 
programs 

$80,000 Available for 
expenditure 
fiscal 2020 

B Vacant & 
Foreclosing 
Properties 

Board of 
Health 

Funds collected for 
the administration of 
Town of Somerset 
By-law concerning 
Vacant and 
Foreclosing 
Properties 

Costs associated with  
administering the By-law 
and remediation & 
maintenance work per the 
By-law 

$20,000 Available for 
expenditure fiscal 
2020 

C Library’s Lost 
and/or Damaged 
Materials 
Program 

Board of  
Library  
Trustees 

Fees charged for Lost 
and or Damaged 
library materials 

Costs associated with the 
replacement of lost or 
damaged library materials 

$2,000 Available for 
expenditure fiscal 
2020 

D Hazardous  
Material 

Board of  
Selectmen/Fire 
Department 

Fees charged for 
disposal of Haz-Mat 
materials 

Purchase of equipment or 
any Haz-Mat related 
expenses 

$10,000 Available for 
expenditure fiscal 
2020 

E Emergency 
Medical Services 

Fire Chief Fees charged for 
Emergency Medical 
Services 

Purchase of Emergency 
Medical Services 
equipment, emergency 
vehicle payments,   and 
salaries/wages of 
Emergency Medical Services 
Personnel and any other 
costs associated with the 
operation of Emergency 
Medical Services 

$1,400,000 Available for 
expenditure fiscal 
2020 

F Early Childhood 
Program 

School  
Department 

Receipts, Tuition and 
Enrollment Fees 

Nurturing, care and 
education of young children 
enrolled in  the program 

$75,000 Available for 
expenditure fiscal 
2020 

G Creative Arts 
Program 

School  
Department 

Receipts, Tuition and 
Enrollment Fees 

Nurturing, care and 
education of young children 
enrolled in  the program 

$20,000 Available for 
expenditure fiscal 
2020 

H School Choice School  
Department 

Receipts, Tuition and 
Enrollment Fees 

Nurturing, care and 
education of young children 
enrolled in the program 

$200,000 Available for 
expenditure fiscal 
2020 

I Before & After 
School Care 

School  
Department 

Receipts, Tuition and 
Enrollment Fees 

Nurturing, care and 
education of young children 
enrolled in the program 

$25,000 Available for 
expenditure fiscal 
2020 

J Use of School 
Property 

School  
Department 

Receipts and Fees Facilities rentals and 
operations 

$30,000 Available for 
expenditure fiscal 
2020 

The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman Moniz and seconded by Selectman McNamara that the 
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Town vote to adopt Article 3, as written.  Discussion followed by Selectman Moniz. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 4:  To see if the Town will vote to establish the annual salaries of its elected officers 
commencing July 1, 2019, as follows, or take any action relative thereto: 
 

Town Moderator $500.00 

Board of Selectmen, Chairman $6,000.00 

Board of Selectmen, (2 members-each) $3,000.00 

Board of Selectmen, Clerk $2,500.00 

Board of Health, Chairman $2,500.00 

Assessors, Chairman $3,950.00 

Assessors, (2 members-each) $3,450.00 

Town Clerk $63,300.00 

Planning Board, (5 members-each) $500.00 

Planning Board, Chairman $275.00 

Planning Board, Clerk $275.00 

Library Trustees, (6 members-each) $400.00 

Library Trustee, Chairman $275.00 

Library Trustee, Secretary $225.00 

Playground & Recreation Commissioners, (5 members-each) $400.00 

Playground & Recreation Commission, Chairman $275.00 

Playground & Recreation Commission, Clerk $275.00 

School Committee (5 members-each) $3,450.00 

Water & Sewer Commissioners, Chairman $4,000.00 

Water & Sewer Commissioners, (2 members-each) $3,500.00 

The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman Moniz and seconded by Selectman Berube that the Town 
vote to adopt Article 4, as written.   Discussion followed by Selectman Moniz and Lloyd Mendes. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 

Article 5:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds 
such sums of money as may be considered necessary to defray the Town’s expenses for the ensuing 12 
month period beginning July 1, 2019 as follows, or take any action relative thereto: 
 
A.  GENERAL BUDGET 

APPROPRIATION 
PERSONAL 

SERVICES 
EXPENSES 

TOTAL 

APPROPRIATION 

113 Town Meeting $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

114 Town Moderator $500.00 $0.00 $500.00 

122 Selectmen $127,946.00 $5,800.00 $133,746.00 

123 Town Administrator $158,500.00 $16,100.00 $174,600.00 

124 Contingent $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

131 A & F Committee $3,350.00 $300.00 $3,650.00 

132 Reserve Fund 0 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 

135 Town Accountant/Finance Director $208,665.00 $2,930.00 $211,595.00 

136 Annual Audit $0.00 $40,000.00 $40,000.00 

137 Computer $0.00 $128,050.00 $128,050.00 

141 Assessors $131,358.00 $29,205.00 $160,563.00 

143 Tax Foreclosure $0.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

145 Town Treasurer/Tax Collector $278,528.00 $56,575.00 $335,103.00 

151 Law Department $0.00 $121,750.00 $121,750.00 

161 Town Clerk $118,325.00 $4,850.00 $123,175.00 

162 Elec. & Regr. $14,500.00 $26,100.00 $40,600.00 

171 Conservation Comm $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

175 Planning  $76,550.00 $2,450.00 $79,000.00 

176 Zoning Board of Appeals $3,025.00 $4,050.00 $7,075.00 

181 Economic Dev. Comm. $0.00 $4,000.00 $4,000.00 

184 Cable Advisory $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

192 Town Office $51,143.00 $40,280.00 $91,423.00 

193 Old Town Hall $0.00 $6,205.00 $6,205.00 

195 Town Reports $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

198 Insurance 
(Health - Gen. Govt: $3,167,500.00-Memo) 
(Health - School Dept:  $5,882,500.00-Memo) 

$0.00 $9,696,050.00 $9,696,050.00 

199 FICA- General Government $0.00 $135,000.00 $135,000.00 

199 FICA-  School Department $0.00 $228,000.00 $228,000.00 

205 Fire/Police Station $47,003.00 $97,927.00 $144,930.00 

210 Police Department $2,963,668.00 $187,300.00 $3,150,968.00 
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215 E-911 Dispatch $445,083.00 $8,400.00 $453,483.00 

220 Fire Department $1,796,756.00 $92,890.00 $1,889,646.00 

241 Bldg. Insp./Zoning Agent $87,326.00 $2,434.00 $89,760.00 

242 Gas & Plumbing $22,750.00 $745.00 $23,495.00 

244 Sealer of Standards $3,300.00 $190.00 $3,490.00 

245 Wiring Inspector $23,000.00 $470.00 $23,470.00 

291 Emergency Mgmnt. $6,000.00 $1,660.00 $7,660.00 

292 Dog Officer $0.00 $48,928.00 $48,928.00 

294 Tree Warden $0.00 $40,000.00 $40,000.00 

295 Harbor Master $4,000,00 $5,030.00 $9,030.00 

296 Insect Pest Control 0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

299 Inspector of Animals $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

420 Highway Department $740,461.00 $120,329.00 $860,790.00 

423 Snow Removal $98,770.00 $73,600.00 $172,370.00 

424 Street Lights $0.00 $190,000.00 $190,000.00 

425 Traffic Signal Maint. $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

431 Landfill $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

480 Vehicle Maint. Facility $122,337.00 $312,050.00 $434.387.00 

510 Board of Health/Conservation  $100,628.00 $1,400.00 $102,028.00 

522 Town Nurse $0.00 $44,220.00 $44,220.00 

541 Council on Aging $86,882.00 $47,450.00 $134,332.00 

543 Veterans Benefits $61,260.00 $282,570.00 $343,830.00 

544 Graves Registration $750.00 $2,500.00 $3,250.00 

610 Libraries $437,322.00 $142,395.00 $579,717.00 

630 Playground & Rec. $108,958.00 $4,150.00 $113,108.00 

633 Public Outdoor Facilities $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

691 Historical Comm. $0.00 $250.00 $250.00 

692 Public Celebrations $0.00 $8,800.00 $8,800.00 

693 Military Buildings/Groups $0.00 $12,000.00 $12,000.00 

694 American Legion $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

695 VFW $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

696 Mun & Hist Bldgs. $0.00 $31,300.00 $31,300.00 

710 Maturing Debt - General Government $0.00 $380,000.00 $380,000.00 

710 Maturing Debt - School Department $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

753 Interest Appropriation 
          General Government 

$0.00 $36,425.00 $36,425.00 

753 Interest Appropriation 
          School Department 

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

832 Contributory Retirement $0.00 $3,421,613.00 $3,421,613.00 

TOTAL GENERAL GOVT. $8,328,644.00 $16,247,721.00 $24,576,365.00 

 
 

 APPROVED 
FY 2019 

PROPOSESD 
FY 2020 

INCREASE/ 
DECREASE 

Personal Services                   $7,800,056.00 $8,328,644.00   +$528,588.00 
Expenses  $2,677,080.72 $2,713,633.00 +$36,552.28 
Fixed Expenses $13,291,194.00 $13,534,088.00 +$242,894.00 
      TOTALS: $23,768,330.72 $24,576,365.00 +$808,034.28 

    

    
 

 

Article: 5A – General Budget 
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $24,576,365.00 for the purposes of this article and that said sum be raised by taxation. 
 
Motion:   A motion was made by Selectman Moniz and seconded by Selectman Berube that the 
Town vote to appropriate the sum of $24,576,365.00 for the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 
2020, for the purposes of General Budget as designated and that said sum be raised from taxation. 
Discussion followed by Selectman Moniz, Selectman McNamara, Town Accountant Joseph Bolton, 
and Olga Bochilova. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 

Article 5B – School Department (K-8) 
APPROPRIATION   
5B. School Dept. Budget   
               Personal   Operating  Total 
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          Services   Expenses  Appropriation 
$15,850,175.00  $4,636,581.00              $20,486,756.00 

 
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $20,486,756 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be raised by taxation. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by School Committeeman Michael McDonald Motion Article 5B: 
Assignment: School Department that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $20,486,756.00 for 
the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, for the purposes of funding the Somerset Public School 
Department Budget as designed, and that said sum be raised from taxation.  Discussion followed by 
Mr. McDonald, Ronald Deston, Victor Machado and Olga Bochilova. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
APPROPRIATION 
5C. Water and Water Pollution Control Enterprise Operations  
 

 
 

Personal 
Services 

Operating 
Expenses 

TOTAL 
APPROPRIATION 

1.  Water Dept. $988,024.00          $2,158,991.00  
2.  Water Pollution 
        Control Dept. 

 
$921,174.00 

 
           $2,184,398.00 

 

TOTAL  
 
APPROPRIATION: 

            $6,252,587.00 

   

The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $6,252,587.00 for the purpose of this article and that the sum of $5,972,367.00 be raised 
from the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund Receipts, and the sum of 280,220.00 be transferred from 
the retained earnings in the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund.    
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Water/Sewer Commissioner Scott O’Brien that the Town vote to 
appropriate the sum of $6,252,587.00 for the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, for the 
purposes of this article and that the sum of $5,972,367.00 be raised from the Water and Sewer 
Enterprise Fund Receipts, and the sum of $280,220.00 be transferred from the retained earnings in 
the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund.   Discussion followed by Mr. O’Brien. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
5D. Fire Department SAFER Grant 

      Personal        Operating    TOTAL 
      Services                                 Expenses                                  APPROPRIATION 
      $82,000.00         $0.00  

TOTAL           $82,000.00
   

The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $82,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be raised from taxation.  
  

 
Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman McNamara and seconded by Selectman Moniz that the 
Town vote to appropriate the sum of $82,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be 
raised from taxation.  Motion followed by Selectman McNamara. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 6:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the Unused Sick Leave Account as provided in the Consolidated Personnel By-law, 
Article II, Employee Benefits, Section I, Sick Leave, or take any action relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $11,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be raised from taxation.   
 

Motion:  A motion was made Selectman McNamara and seconded by Selectman Berube that the 
Town vote to appropriate the sum of $11,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be 
raised from taxation.  Discussion followed by Selectman McNamara. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 7:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the purpose of paying the Town’s share of the operating expenses and capital 
expenses of the Somerset-Berkley Regional School District, said amount having been assessed to the 
Treasurer of the Town of Somerset, or take any action relative thereto. 
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The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $8,500,743.00 for the purposes of this article and that said sum be raised from taxation.  
 

Motion: A motion was made by Somerset/Berkley Regional School Committee member Julie Ramos-
Gagliardi and seconded by Mike McDonald that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of 
$8,500,743.00 for the purpose of paying the Town’s share of operating expenses having been 
accessed to the Treasurer of the Town of Somerset and that said sum be raised from taxation. The 
total assessment consisting of two parts:  an operating assessment of $6,899,146.00 and capital 
expenses $1,601,597.00. Discussion followed by Mrs. Gagliardi, Ronald Deston, Gerald Waksler, and 
Anthony Kucikas.  
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 

Article 8:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the purpose of paying the Town’s share of the operating expenses of the Greater 
Fall River Vocational Technical High School District as provided for by section 6 of chapter 697 of the 
Acts of 1962, said amount having been assessed to the Treasurer of the Town of Somerset, or take any 
action relative thereto.   
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $1,102,288.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be raised from taxation.  
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman McNamara and seconded by Selectman Berube that the 
Town vote to appropriate the sum of $1,102,288.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum 
be raised from taxation (120 students). Discussion followed by Selectman McNamara. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

 
Article 9:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the purpose of paying the Town’s share of the operating expenses of the Bristol 
County Agricultural School as provided for by section 82 of chapter 6 of the Acts of 1991, said amount 
having been assessed to the Treasurer of the Town of Somerset, or take any action relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $48,657.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be raised from taxation.  
 

Motion:   A motion was made by Selectman McNamara and seconded by Selectman Berube that the 
Town vote to appropriate the sum of $48,657.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be 
raised from taxation.  
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 10:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the expense of collecting and disposing of mixed solid waste, recyclables, yard 
waste, and white goods and to determine whether pursuant to M.G.L. chapter 44, section 53E, the 
appropriation for said expense will be offset, in part or in the aggregate, by the estimated receipts 
from the fees charges for rubbish bags pursuant to Article 10 of the February 8, 1993, Special Town 
Meeting, as well as funds raised by taxation or transferred from available funds in the Treasury, or take 
any action relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $1,700,000.00 for the purposes of this article and that the sum of $850,000.00 be raised 
from “offset receipts” and that the sum of $850,000.00 be raised from taxation.   
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman McNamara and seconded by Selectman Berube that the 
Town vote to appropriate the sum of $1,700,000.00 for the purpose of this article and as funding 
therefore that the sum of $850,000.00 be raised from “offset receipts” pursuant to MGL Chapter 44, 
section 53E, and that the sum of $850,000.00 be raised from taxation. Discussion followed by 
Selectman McNamara. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 

Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 59, Section 
5C1/2, which provides for an additional real estate exemption for taxpayers who are granted personal 
exemptions on their domiciles under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 59, Section 5, including 
certain blind persons, veterans, surviving spouses and seniors, and to provide that the additional 
exemption shall be up to seventy-five percent (75%) of the personal exemption, to be effective for 
exemptions granted for any fiscal year beginning on or after July 1, 2019, or take any action relative 
thereto.     
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Assessor Michael Correia and seconded by Mr. Setters that the 
Town vote to adopt Article 11, as written.   Discussion followed by Mr. Correia. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
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Article 12:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the purpose of hiring expert and legal services to assist the Town on issues relating 
to the valuation and taxation of existing and former electric and gas utilities and generating facilities, 
or take any action relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $25,000.00 for the purposes of this article and that said sum be transferred from Free 
Cash. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Assessor Donald Setters and seconded by Marc Dionne that the 
Town vote to appropriate the sum of $25,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be 
transferred from Free Cash.  Discussion followed by Mr. Setters. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 13:  To see if the Town will vote to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 
53F3/4, for the purpose of establishing a separate revenue account to be known as the PEG Access and 
Cable Related Special Revenue Fund,  into which shall be deposited funds received in connection with 
cable television franchise agreements and other cable-related revenues, which funds shall be 
appropriated only for cable related purposes consistent with the franchise agreements and in 
accordance with  law, including but not limited to (1)  support of public, educational, or governmental  
(“PEG”) access cable television services, (2) monitoring compliance of the cable operator with the 
cable television license(s); and/or (3) preparing for the renewal of the cable license(s), the fund to 
begin operation for fiscal year 2020, which begins on July 1, 2019, or take any action relative thereto. 
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article. . 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman Berube and seconded by Selectman Moniz that the Town 
vote to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53F3/4, which establishes a special 
revenue fund known as the PEG Access and Cable Related Fund, to reserve cable franchise fees and 
other cable-related revenues for appropriation to support PEG access services and oversight and 
renewal of the cable franchise agreement, the fund to begin operation for fiscal year 2020, which 
begins on July 1, 2019, as written.  Discussion followed by Mr. Berube. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 14:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer any balance remaining in the existing Cable Related 
Fund into the newly created PEG Access and Cable Related Special Revenue Fund, or take any action 
relative thereto.    
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  

 
Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman Berube and seconded by Selectman Moniz that the Town 
vote to transfer the balance remaining on June 30, 2019, in the existing Cable Related Special 
Revenue Fund previously established in accordance with General Laws, Chapter 44 Section 53F3/4 to 
the PEG Access and Cable-Related Fund.   Discussion followed by Mr. Berube. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 15:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer from the PEG Access and Cable-
Related Special Revenue Fund a sum of money to be expended during the fiscal year commencing July 
1, 2019, under the direction of the Board of Selectmen for necessary and expedient cable-related 
purposes consistent with the Town’s license agreement, and further to authorize the Board of 
Selectmen to enter into agreements of up to ten years or such lesser terms as the Board of Selectmen 
shall determine to be in the best interest of the Town for the expenditure of such funds for the 
provision of PEG community access television services, or take any action relative thereto. 
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman Berube and seconded by Selectman Moniz that the Town 
vote to appropriate from the PEG Access and Cable-Related Fund the sum of $410,000.00, said funds 
to be expended during the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2019, under the direction of the Board of 
Selectmen for necessary and expedient cable-related purposes consistent with the Town’s license 
agreement and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into agreements of up to ten years or 
such lesser terms as the Board of Selectmen shall determine to be in the best interest of the Town 
for the expenditure of such funds as written.  Discussion followed by Mr. Berube. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 16:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the completion of the Archive Records  Management project, including any incident 
or related costs or expenses, to be spent under the direction of the Town Clerk , or take any action 
relative thereto.  
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The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town to appropriate the sum 
of $7,846.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be transferred from Free Cash.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman Berube and seconded by Selectman Moniz that the Town 
vote to appropriate the sum of $7,846.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be 
transferred from Free Cash. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 17:  To see if the Town will vote to establish the position of Assistant Assessor to be 
incorporated into Table I (Wage & Salary Group, General Government), of the Consolidated Personnel 
By-law adopted at the May 19, 1986, Annual Town Meeting, and subsequently amended, and inserting 
said position under Grade 2 as “C – Assistant Assessor”, or take any action relative thereto.    
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Assessor Marc Dionne and seconded by Selectman Moniz that the 
Town vote to amend Table I (Wage & Salary Group, General Government) of the Consolidated 
Personnel By-law by making the change set forth in Article 17.  Discussion followed by Mr. Dionne. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a nearly unanimous vote. 
 
Article 18:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the purpose of making repairs to the public safety radio system, including any 
incidental or related costs or expenses, or take any  action relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $250,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be raised as follows: from 
Account #38-3209-200 (Police/Fire Building Repairs), an amount of $50,000.00; and from Account 
#38-3213-444 (Police/Fire Complex Reconstruction), an amount of $50,000.00; and $150,000.00 
transferred from Free Cash.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman Berube and seconded by Selectman Moniz that the Town 
vote to appropriate the sum of $250,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that the sum be raised 
as follows:   

From Account #38-3209-200 (Police/Fire Building Repairs), an amount of $50,000.00; and, 
              From Account #38-3213-444 (Police/Fire Complex Reconstruction), an amount of $50,000.00;    
              and $150,000.00 will be raised from Free Cash, for a total amount of $250,000.00. 
Discussion followed by Mr. Berube, Lloyd Mendes and Town Administrator Richard Brown. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 19:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the purpose of purchasing bulletproof vests for the Police Department, or take any 
action relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $18,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be transferred from Free 
Cash. 
 

Motion:   A motion was made by Selectman Moniz and seconded by Selectman McNamara that the 
Town vote to appropriate the sum of $18,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be 
transferred from Free Cash. Discussion followed by Mr. Moniz. 
Vote:  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Article 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the purpose of purchasing one (1) new three ton oil jacketed fired premixed trailer 
for the Highway Department, or take any action relative thereto.   
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $42,600.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be transferred from Free 
Cash.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman Moniz and seconded by Mr. Berube that the Town vote 
to appropriate the sum of $42,600.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be transferred 
from Free Cash.  Discussion followed by Mr. Moniz. 
Vote:  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Article 21:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the purpose of purchasing and equipping two (2) new 4 X 4 dump trucks with plows 
for the Highway Department, or take any action relative thereto.   
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $150,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be transferred from Free 
Cash. 
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Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman Moniz and seconded by Selectman Berube that the Town 
vote to appropriate the sum of $150,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be 
transferred from Free Cash.  Discussion followed by Selectman Moniz. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 

Article 22:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available funds a 
sum of money for the purpose of providing for the installation of 5/8” water meters, the purchase of 
200 commercial meters and related remote reading equipment for the Somerset Water Department, 
including any labor, software, computer system integration, engineering, and/or legal services related 
thereto, and any incidental or related costs or expenses, or take any action relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $475,000.00 for the purposes of this article and that said sum be transferred from 
retained earnings in the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Water & Sewer Commissioner Joseph Bednarik and seconded by 
Commissioner Scott O’Brien that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $475,000.00 for the 
purposes of this article and that said sum be transferred from retained earnings in the Water and 
Sewer Enterprise Fund.   Discussion followed by Mr. Bednarik and Ronald Deston. 
Vote:  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

Article 23:  To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 83, Sections 16A to 16G, inclusive, which statues provide for the method of collection of 
sewer rates, or take any action relative thereto.       
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Water & Sewer Commissioner Joseph Bednarik and seconded by 
Selectman Moniz that the Town vote to adopt Massachusetts General Law Chapter 83, Sections 16A 
to 16G, inclusive, which statues provides for the method of collection of sewer rates.  Discussion 
followed by Mr. Bednarik, Ronald Deston and Scott O’Brien. 
Vote:  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

Article 24:  To see if will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to lease a portion of Town-owned 
land known as the former Potterville School, consisting of eight (8) classrooms (Classrooms 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11 and 12) as well as Rooms A, B, and C with restrooms, Room D, the Janitor’s Closet, the Boys & 
Girls Restrooms adjacent to the Janitor’s Closet, and the hallway adjacent to said room in said 
Potterville School, together with surrounding land, to a public entity upon such terms and conditions 
as the Board of Selectmen determine to be in Town’s interest  for the purpose of conducting early 
childhood educational program , and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to execute any 
documents and agreements necessary to effectuate the purpose of this article,  or take any action 
relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Selectman McNamara and seconded by Mr. Berube that the Town 
authorize the Board of Selectmen to lease a portion of Town-owned land known as the former 
Potterville School for early childhood educational purposes on such terms and conditions and for 
such consideration as the Board of Selectmen shall determine to be appropriate and further to 
authorize the Board of Selectmen to execute any documents and agreements necessary to 
effectuate the purpose of this article.  Discussion followed by Ms. McNamara. 
Vote:  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Article 25:  To see if the Town will vote to create a new revolving fund labeled Technology Revolving 
Fund and to set expenditure limits for said revolving fund for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 to June 30, 
2020, under the provisions of Massachusetts General Law chapter 44, §53E½ or take any action 
relative thereto.       
 

 Revolving 
Account 

Spending 
Authority 

Revenue 
Source 

Allowed 
Expenses 

Expenditure 
Limits 

Year End 
Expenditure 

A Technology 
Revolving 
Fund 

School 
Department 

Fees charged for 
technology insurance 
and devices 

Technology insurance, 
replacement parts or full 
device replacement 

$20,000 Available for 
expenditure 
fiscal 2020 

The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Somerset School Committeeman Michael McDonald and seconded 
by Selectman McNamara that the Town vote to establish a technology revolving fund as set forth in 
Article 25.  Discussion followed by Mr. McDonald, Ronald Deston, Selectman Moniz, and 
Superintendent Schoonover. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
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Article 26:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds 
such sums of money to perform general maintenance work at the Chace, North and South Elementary 
Schools, including any incidental or related costs or expenses, or take any  action relative thereto.       
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends that the Town vote to appropriate 
the sum of $235,000.00 for the purpose of this article and that said sum be transferred from Free 
Cash.  
 

Motion:   A motion was made by School Committeeman Michael McDonald and seconded by several 
from the floor (unknown) of the voting body that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of 
$235,000.00 for the purpose of performing general capital improvements to the Chace, North and 
South Elementary Schools and that said sum be transferred from Free Cash.  Discussion followed by 
Mr. McDonald. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 

Article 27:  To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to the Community Preservation Program, to 
appropriate the total sum of $100,000.00, of which $22,440.18 will come from the Community 
Preservation Fund Historic Resources Reserve, and the remaining $77,559.82 will come from the 
Community Preservation Fund Fiscal Year 2019 Budgeted Reserve Fund, for renovations to the historic 
Old Town Hall, located at 458 County Street, in Somerset, MA, including any incidental or related costs 
or expenses,  or take any action relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Community Preservation Committee Chairman Timothy Turner 

and seconded from the floor (unknown) that the Town vote to adopt Article 27, as written.  
Discussion followed by Mr. Turner. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 28:  To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to the Community Preservation Program to 
appropriate the  total sum of $44,847.02, of which $22,783.99 will come from the Community 
Preservation Fund Open Space  Reserve Fund, and the remaining $22,063.03 will come from the 
Community Preservation Fiscal Year 2019 Budgeted Reserve Fund, for the rehabilitation of land for 
recreational use, specifically the renovation and rehabilitation of the playground at Leahy Park, located 
at Leahy Avenue, in Somerset, MA, including but not limited to demolition, site preparation, 
equipment, furnishings, and any other incidental and related costs or expenses, or take any action 
relative thereto. 
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Community Preservation Committee Chairman Timothy Turner and 
seconded by Selectman Moniz that the Town vote to adopt Article 28, as written.  Discussion 
followed by Mr. Turner. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 29:  To see if the Town will vote, to appropriate the total sum of $34,910.00, from the 
Community Preservation Fiscal Year 2019 Budgeted Reserve Fund as a grant to the Somerset Dog Park, 
Inc. for the purpose of rehabilitating land for recreational use, in particular, constructing a dog park at 
Buffinton Park, located at Buffinton Street in Somerset, MA, including any incidental and related costs 
or expenses, and, in connection therewith, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a grant 
agreement with Somerset Dog Park, Inc., upon such terms and conditions as it deems appropriate,  or 
take any  action relative thereto. 
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Community Preservation Committee Chairman Timothy Turner and 
seconded by Selectman Moniz that the Town vote to adopt Article 29, with the correction of striking 
the word Buffinton Street and replacing it with Linden Drive”.  The Moderator clarified to the body 
that the actual location of Buffinton Park is Linden Drive.  Discussion followed by Mr. Turner and 
Ronald Deston. 
Vote:  Motion carried by unanimous vote to accept Article 29 with the correction as stated by Mr. 
Turner.  
 
Article 30:  To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to the Community Preservation Program to 
appropriate the total sum of $24,000.00, of which $11,262.15 will come from the Community 
Preservation Fiscal Year 2019 Budgeted Reserve Fund, and the remaining $12,737.85 will come from 
the Community Preservation Undesignated Fund Balance as a grant to the Somerset Baseball League, 
Inc. for the purpose of rehabilitating land for recreational use, in particular,  constructing roofing on 
the dugouts at the South Complex baseball and softball fields, including any incidental and related 
costs or expenses, and, in connection therewith, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a 
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grant agreement with Somerset Baseball League, Inc.,  upon such terms and conditions as it deems 
appropriate, or take any action relative thereto. 
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Community Preservation Committee Chairman Timothy Turner and 
seconded by Selectman Berube and others on the floor that the Town vote to adopt Article 30, as 
written.  Discussion followed by Mr. Turner. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 31:  To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to the Community Preservation Program to 
appropriate $17,485.00 from the Community Preservation Undesignated Fund Balance to rehabilitate 
land for recreational use, specifically for the purpose of constructing a bandstand and stage to replace 
the existing stage facility at Pierce Beach Park, located at South Street, in Somerset, MA, including any 
incidental and related costs or expenses, or take any action relative thereto. 
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion: A motion was made by Community Preservation Committee Chairman Timothy Turner and 
seconded by Selectman Berube that the Town vote to adopt Article 31, as written. Discussion 
followed by Mr. Turner. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 32:  To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to the Community Preservation Program to 
appropriate $3,500.00 from the Community Preservation Undesignated Reserve Balance, as a grant to 
the Somerset Baseball League, Inc., to rehabilitate land for recreational use, specifically for 
constructing a storage shed at the South Complex baseball and softball fields, including any incidental 
and related costs or expenses, or take any action relative thereto. 
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Community Preservation Committee Chairman Timothy Turner and 
seconded by Selectman Berube that the Town vote to adopt Article 32, as written.  Discussion 
followed by Mr. Turner. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 33: To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to the Community Preservation Program to 
appropriate   $1,000.00 from the Community Preservation Undesignated Fund Balance, as a grant to 
the Somerset Disc Golf Inc. for rehabilitation of land for recreational use, specifically for the purpose of 
constructing a Disc Golf facility at Buffinton Park, located at Buffinton Street, in Somerset, MA, 
including any incidental and related costs or expenses, or take any action relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Community Preservation Committee Chairman Timothy Turner and 
seconded from several members of the voting body from the floor that the Town vote to adopt 
Article 33, with the correction of Linden Drive as Buffinton Park is located on Linden Drive.  
Discussion followed by Mr. Turner. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote to accept Article 33 as corrected as stated by Mr. Turner. 
 
Article 34: To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to the Community Preservation Program to 
appropriate $41,149.71 from the Community Preservation Undesignated Fund Balance for 
rehabilitation of land for recreational use, specifically for removing and replacing the playground 
equipment at the Ashton Park Complex, located at Olympic Road, in Somerset, MA, including 
demolition and site preparation and any other incidental and related costs or expenses, or take any 
action relative thereto.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Community Preservation Committee Chairman Timothy Turner and 
seconded by Selectman Berube that the Town vote to adopt Article 34, as written.  Discussion 
followed by Mr. Turner. 
Vote:  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Article 35: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $5,936.00 from the Community Preservation 
Undesignated Fund Balance for rehabilitation of land for recreational use, particularly the purchase of 
sand to replenish the beach at Pierce Beach Park, located at South Street, in Somerset, or take any 
action relative thereto. 
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Community Preservation Committee Chairman Timothy Turner and 
seconded by Selectman Berube that the Town vote to adopt Article 35, as written. Discussion 
followed by Mr. Turner.   
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Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 36:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and/or reserve from the Community 
Preservation Fund FY20 estimated annual revenues the following amounts recommended by the 
Community Preservation Committee for Committee administrative purposes and other expenses in 
fiscal year 2020, reservations for each of the three purposes of the law in accord with G.L. c.44B, §6, 
and any other purposes recommended by the Committee, with each item to be considered a separate 
appropriation or reservation: 
 
   Appropriations: 
   Committee Administrative Expenses: $6,950.00 
  
   Reserves 

 Historic Resources Reserve:  $27,800.00    
 Community Housing Reserve: $27,800.00 

   Open Space Reserve:  $27,800.00 
   FY2020 Budgeted Reserve:               $187,650.00 

 
or take any action thereto. 
The Advisory & Finance Committee unanimously recommends approval of this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Community Preservation Committee Chairman Timothy Turner and 
seconded by Selectman Berube that the Town vote to appropriate and reserve those sums as stated 
in Article 36.  Discussion followed by Mr. Turner. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 37: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law, Section 4, Use Regulations, 
Section 4.2.1.a. to prohibit detached dwelling occupied by not more than one family in a Business 
District so that as amended such section shall read as follows, with the struck-through language 
deleted and the bold underlined language inserted: 
     Res. Bus. Ltd. Open Ind. Ltd.  
       Bus Rec.  Ind. 

a. Detached dwelling occupied by not 
more than one family  Yes Yes Yes Yes No No 

      No 
 

or take any action thereto. 
The Planning Board unanimously recommends that the Town so vote.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee has no recommendation on this article.  
 

Motion:   A motion was made by Planning Board Vice Chairman Timothy Turner and seconded by 
Selectman Berube that the Town vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law as set forth in Article 37. 
Discussion followed by Mr. Turner and Christina Wordell.  The Moderator reminds the body that this 
article requires a 2/3 vote to pass. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 38: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law, Section 4, Use Regulations, 
Section 4.2.1.d. to prohibit renting of rooms in a dwelling unit, in a Residential District and Open 
Recreation District so that as amended such section shall read as follows, with the struck-through 
language deleted and the bold underlined language inserted: 
 
      Res. Bus. Ltd. Open Ind. Ltd.  
       Bus Rec.  Ind. 

d. Renting of rooms in a dwelling 
unit, provided not more than three 
persons are accommodated in  
addition to the family living in 
the dwelling unit.   Yes Yes Yes Yes No No 

                                       No    No 
 

or take any action thereto. 
The Planning Board unanimously recommends that the Town so vote.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee has no recommendation on this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Planning Board Vice Chairman Timothy Turner and seconded by 
Selectman Moniz that the Town vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law as set forth in Article 38. 
Discussion followed by Mr. Turner, Selectman McNamara, Lloyd Mendes, Allison Faunce Richards, 
Luke Biello, Selectman Moniz, Christina Wordell, and Richard Pierce.  The Moderator, hearing no 
further discussion, called for a standing counted vote as this article requires a 2/3 vote to pass. 
Vote:  Motion failed by more than a 2/3 vote, Yes – 18, No 55.  
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Article 39: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-Law, Section 5.0, Dimensional 
Requirements, section 5.2, Table of Dimensional Requirements, under the columns for District or Use 
entitled “Other Permitted Uses In Business District”, “Other Permitted Uses In Limited Business 
District”, and “Other Permitted Uses In Industrial District”, by deleting the words “None or” therein, 
thus requiring a 10-foot distance between buildings instead of the current requirement of none or 10-
feet, or take any action thereto.  
The Planning Board unanimously recommends that the Town so vote.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee has no recommendation on this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Planning Board Vice Chairman Timothy Turner and seconded by 
Selectman Berube that the Town vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law as set forth in Article 39. 
Discussion followed by Mr. Turner.  The Moderator reminds the body that this article requires a 2/3 
vote to pass. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 40:  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-Law, Section 6.0, General 
Provisions, Section 6.7, Off Street Parking and Loading Space Requirements by revising the “Table of 
Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements” contained therein by inserting at the end of the existing 
language governing Minimum Number of Off-Street Parking Spaces for Restaurant, Bar the language, 
“plus one space per employee”, or take any action thereto.  
The Planning Board unanimously recommends that the Town so vote.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee has no recommendation on this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Planning Board Vice Chairman Timothy Turner and seconded by 
Selectman Moniz that the Town vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law as set forth in Article 40. 
Discussion followed by Mr. Turner, James Burke, Building Inspector Paul Boucher, Selectman Moniz 
and Lloyd Mendes.  A motion was made by Lloyd Mendes and seconded from the floor to amend the 
motion by adding the words “on duty” after “plus one space per employee”.  The Moderator opened 
the discussion on the article as amended.  Discussion followed by Denis Jordan, Jimmy Faria, 
Dominic Raffa, and Lloyd Mendes.  Hearing no further discussion on amendment to article 40 the 
Moderator called for the vote on the amendment.  Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
Following this vote, the Moderator opened the floor to discussion on the article as amended.  
Discussion followed by Victor Machado, Lori Belche, Selectman Berube, Christina Wordell, 
Selectman Moniz.  A motion was made by Selectman Moniz to move the question, there was a 
second from the floor.  The Moderator calls fed for a vote on the motion to move the question.  
Motion carried by a majority vote.  The Moderator then called for a vote on Article 40 as amended.  
The Moderator called for a standing counted vote reminding the body that this article required a 2/3 
vote for the article as amended to pass. 
Vote:  Motion failed by a unanimous vote, Yes – 0, No – 69 
 

Article 41:  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law, Section 6.0, General 
Provisions, Section 6.5.4, Signs in Business and Industrial Districts regarding the size and display of 
free-standing signs so that said section shall read as follows: 
 

No Part of any free-standing sign shall extend higher than thirty five (35) feet from the ground 
level, nor shall any part of the free-standing sign other than the post or other support 
structure be located lower than eight (8) feet above the ground. No free-standing sign shall be 
larger than an area of one hundred twenty (120) square feet. In no event shall any part of the 
sign be less than eight (8) feet from any property line. Signs must not be placed so as to 
obstruct the view of traffic entering of leaving a premises, as determined by, the Building 
Inspector.   

 
or take any action thereto.  
The Planning Board unanimously recommends that the Town so vote.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee has no recommendation on this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Planning Board Vice Chairman Timothy Turner and seconded by 
Selectman Moniz that the Town vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law as set forth in Article 41. 
Discussion followed by Mr. Turner who made a motion to amend Article 40 by adding “subsection 
4:) after the word Districts and by adding the last two sentences to the existing language.  The 
motion to amend was seconded by Selectman Berube.  Discussion followed by Moderator to clarify 
to the body, the paragraph should be designated as subsection 4 and that the language in the Zoning 
By Law currently does not include the last 2 sentences, therefore this article adds the last 2 
sentences to the existing subsection 4.   The motion to amend carried by a unanimous vote.  The 
Moderator opened the floor for discussion on the article as amended.  Discussion followed by James 
Mullen, Nancy Durfee and James Burke.  Hearing no further discussion, the Moderator called for a 
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vote on article 41 as amended.   
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 42:   :   To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-Law, Section 6.0, General 
Provisions, Section 6.4.4, Swimming Pool Enclosures, by deleting the existing requirements as struck-
through and inserting language referencing to Massachusetts Building Codes as shown in bold and 
underlined as follows:  
 

6.4.4. Swimming Pool Enclosures. Every private, outdoor in-ground swimming pool shall be enclosed by a 

fence five (5) feet in height and firmly secured at ground level. Such enclosure, including gates therein, 

shall not be less than five (5) feet above ground, any gate shall be self-latching with latches placed four 

(4) feet above ground. Reference Massachusetts Building Codes. 

or take any action thereto. 

The Planning Board unanimously recommends that the Town so vote.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee has no recommendation on this article.  

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Planning Board Vice Chairman Timothy Turner and seconded by 
Selectman Moniz that the Town vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law as set forth in Article 42. 
Discussion followed by Mr. Turner.  The Moderator reminded the body that this article requires a 
2/3 vote to pass.   
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 
 

Article: 43: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-Law, Section 6.0, General 
Provisions, Section 6.2.2, Dividing Existing Lot, by deleting that section in its entirety, or take any action 
thereto.      
The Planning Board unanimously recommends that the Town so vote.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee has no recommendation on this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Planning Board Vice Chairman Timothy Turner and seconded by 
Selectman Berube that the Town vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law as set forth in Article 43.  
Discussion followed by Mr. Turner, Michelle Wagner, and Nancy Durfee.  The Moderator reminded 
the body that this article requires a 2/3 vote to pass. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Article 44: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-law, Section 7.0, 
Administration,  Section 7.7, Variances by inserting a new subsection therein to read as follows: 

e. Use Variances shall not be granted.   
 
or take any action thereto. 
The Planning Board unanimously recommends that the Town so vote.  
The Advisory & Finance Committee has no recommendation on this article.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Planning Board Vice Chairman Timothy Turner that the Town vote 
to amend the Town Zoning By-law as set forth in Article 44. Discussion followed by Mr. Turner, Lloyd 
Mendes, and Nancy Durfee.  A motion was made to move the question by Selectman Moniz and 
seconded by Selectman Berube.  The motion to move the question carried by a majority vote as 
declared by the Moderator.  The Moderator called for a vote on Article 44 as written and 
recommended and reminded the body that this article requires a 2/3 vote to pass and calls for a 
standing counted vote. 
Vote:  The motion carried by a majority vote, Yes – 51   No – 2  
 
The Moderator declared that all articles of the Annual Town Meeting have been acted on and 
entertained a motion to dissolve.  A motion was made by Selectman Moniz and seconded by 
Selectman Berube and server others on the floor to dissolve the Annual Town Meeting at 9:21 pm.  
Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
Attendance:  169 
 
A true copy attest; 
 
 
Dolores Berge, CMMC 
Town Clerk 


